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took the invasion of German South West Africa. The principal port 
had already been occupied by a small British force. Two divisions of 
the colonial forces entered the colony and marched upon Windhoek, 
the capital, which was occupied on May 12. The German governor 
surrendered on July 9 with the remnant of his force. 

NAVAL WARFARE, 1915. 

At the beginning of the year only four German cruisers were 
still at sea. Two of these sought refuge at ports in the United States 
in the month of April and were interned. The Dresden, sole survivor 
of the battle at the Falkland islands, was overtaken by a small 
squadron at Juan Fernandez, on March 14, and sunk. The Karlsruhe 
is stated to have been destroyed by accident. The Kcenigsberg, 
blockaded in the Rufigi river in German East Africa, was destroyed 
by two British monitors on July 11. On January 24, a German 
squadron, apparently on its way to attack some British port, was 
encountered by a British squadron of superior force about thirty 
miles from the coast of England. In the action which followed, the 
German cruiser Bliicher was sunk and the remainder driven off in a 
damaged condition. The British battle cruiser, Lion, and the des­
troyer, Meteor, were temporarily disabled, but the losses of the crews 
were small. On February 4, a proclamation was issued by the 
German Admiralty, declaring all the waters surrounding Great 
Britain and Ireland as a war zone after the 18th of that month, in 
which every hostile ship would be destroyed by their submarines. 
Many vessels were destroyed in pursuance of this policy, with the loss 
of thousands of lives. The sinking of the Cunard liner "Lusitania," 
the largest British ship in the Atlantic service, on May 7, by which 
1,153 persons perished, caused a tremendous outburst of indignation 
in all neutral countries, as well as among the allied nations. The 
submarine campaign, however, absolutely failed in interrupting 
commerce between the British Isles and the rest of the world, or in 
interfering materially with the transport of troops and supplies into 
the several theatres of war. British submarines on the other hand 
succeeded in entering the Baltic and the Sea of Marmora, where 
many hostile vessels were destroyed by them. Allied commerce on 
the high seas was protected and the commerce of their enemies 
completely stopped. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE WAR OF THE RRITISH OVERSEAS DOMINIONS 
AND COLONIES, 1915. 

The First Canadian Division had trained at Salisbury Plain 
during the fall and winter, and crossed to France toward the end 
of February, 1915. The frontispiece to this volume facing page 1, 
represents the landing of the Canadian troops at St. Nazaire. 
They were engaged with distinction at Ypres, Festubert, Givenchy 
and Xeuve Chapelle. Sir John French reported that at Ypres, in 
April, 1915, they "held their ground with a magnificent display of 
tenacity and courage," and that they " averted a disaster which might 
have been attended with the most serious consequences." (See the 
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